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General Dentistry as we know it today is under attack!  

       There are several  major issues facing all of us as 

general dentists.  One of the most troubling issues is the 

multi-faceted problem of the mid-level provider. The   

reasons for pushing for the creation of this type of dental 

care provider vary; because there are different types of 

mid-level providers being advanced, reasons depend 

upon certain groupsõ agendas.  Some states and the 

American Dental Association (ADA) are proposing similar 

programs to solve what they perceive as a shortage of 

dentists.  In reality, there is not a shortage of dentists, 

but a mal-distribution of them.  While there is no doubt 

more dentists are needed in many  rural and underprivi-

leged areas, there is a corresponding need to develop 

more incentives for dentists to locate in these areas. 

        Alaska has already implemented the dental health 

aide therapist (DHAT), an initiative introduced by Alaska 

native tribal organizations.  After a two-year training    

period in New Zealand, DHATs begin treating Natives 

with pulpotomies, restorations, stainless steel crowns, 

and extractions.  The ADA has been working on the     

development of a Community Dental Health Coordinator 

(CDHC) since 2006, with pilot programs in places such 

as Oklahoma slated to begin in early 2009.  Additional 

funding for the CDHC program was pushed through the 

ADA House of Delegates in October 2008 with a poten-

tial cost to ADA members of $5 million.  In Oklahoma, 

Dental Hygienists oppose this plan because it may elimi-

nate the creation and implementation of the mid-level  
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Removable Prosthodontics 

Seminar presented by     

Dr. Joseph Massad in 

March.  See page 3 for 

details. 


